
ALL: 

Thanks Giving
Katherine Lee Bates, a professor  
of English literature at Wellesley 

College, wrote the words to “America 
the Beautiful” in the summer of1893, 

upon her return from her first trip to 
the summit of Pike’s Peak. First 

printed in a magazine on July 4th, 
1895, her words were soon set to 

music. They have been sung to 
numerous tunes, but “Materna” by 
Samuel A. Ward is the bestknown. 
Like Bates, inspired by America’s 

beauty, Ward wrote the tune 
spontaneously after a day at the 

seashore.
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A FREEDOM’S FEAST  
THANKSGIVING PRAYER

What is your family’s Thanksgiving prayer?



ALL:

The time having come when they must depart…they left  
that good and pleasant city, which had been their resting place  
for nearly twelve years; but they knew they were pilgrims,  
and lifted up their eyes to the heavens, their dearest country,  
and quieted their spirits.

ALL:

Being brought safely in sight of land, they fell upon their 
knees and blessed the God of Heaven who had brought them over 
the vast and furious ocean…they now had no…houses—much  
less towns—to repair to…it was winter… sharp and severe, and 
subject to fierce storms… 

ALL:

EMMA LAZARUS, FROM “THE NEW 
COLOSSUS” AS IT APPEARS ON A 
PEDESTAL AT THE BASE OF THE 
STATUE OF LIBERTY

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT, 1620

ROBERT F. KENNEDY

MARGARET MEAD  

From P lymouth Rock 



“God Favors Our Undertaking”
Squanto stayed with them, and was their interpreter, and 

became a special instrument sent of God for their good, beyond 
their expectation. He showed them how to plant their corn, where 
to take fish and other commodities, and guided them to unknown 
places, and never left them till he died….

ALL:

Ought not the children of their fathers rightly to say:  Our 
fathers were Englishmen who came over the great ocean, and were 
ready to perish in this wilderness; but they cried unto the Lord, and 
He heard their voice, and looked on their adversity.…
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Eat to live, and not live to eat.

  He that lies down with Dogs, shall rise up with fleas.

Fish and visitors stink in 3 days.

Hear no ill of a Friend, nor speak any of an Enemy.

Little strokes fell great oaks.

On the Way to Nationhood

Born the son of a poor candle maker  
in Boston on January 17, 1706, 

Benjamin Franklin became one of  
the wealthiest and most influential 

Americans of the colonial period.  
A writer, scientist, businessman, 

diplomat, inventor, statesman and 
philosopher, his life became a testa-

ment to the American dream that 
continues to inspire immigrants to  

this day. For over 25 years, beginning 
in 1733, he published his Poor 

Richard’s Almanack. It was hugely 
successful and sold over 10,000 
copies a year. Franklin collected  

and edited popular sayings to 
entertain Americans, but also to 

encourage habits for success, industry 
and frugality.

16TH CENTURY FRENCH RULES OF 
ETIQUETTE STUDIED BY GEORGE 
WASHINGTON AS A YOUTH

NOAH WEBSTER 1788 

JACK PAAR



The American Dream
No pains, no gains.

Keep your eyes wide open before marriage,  
 half shut afterwards.

God helps them that help themselves.

Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy,  
 wealthy, and wise.

ADLAI STEVENSON

Five Year Immigration Highs and 
Lows from 1840 to 2008

1991  1,826,595 
1990  1,535,872 
1907  1,285,349 
2006  1,266,129 
1914  1,218,480
1934  29,470 
1942  28,781 
1944  28,551 
1943  23,725 
1933  23,068

Persons obtaining legal permanent resident 
status according to the US Department of 
Homeland Security
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, AUTOBIOGRAPHY



The Declaration of Independence

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. FROM “I 
HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH ON THE 
STEPS OF THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL, 
AUGUST 28, 1963

THOMAS PAINE 

HARRY S. TRUMAN

BARACK OBAMA, INAUGURAL ADDRESS

ANDREW CARNEGIE

H. L. MENCKEN

1775 Demographics 
Total population: 2.5 million
Slave population: 
20% of all Americans
50% of all Virginians 
67% of all South Carolinians 



ALL: When in the Course of human events,

it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them with another

and to assume among the powers of the earth,

the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature 
and of Nature’s God entitle them,

a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

ALL: We hold these truths to be self-evident

that all men are created equal

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed…

it is the Right of the People to... institute new Government... 

And for the support of this Declaration

with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence

ALL: we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and 
our sacred Honor. 

 
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript.

The Declaration of Independence

JUDGE LEARNED HAND

JOHN ADAMS 
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https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript


The Constitution 
       

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

ALL: We the People of the United States

in Order to form a more perfect Union

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defense

promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity

ALL: do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States 
of America.

 
 

 https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-
transcript.

JOHN ADAMS

 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS 

JAMES WILLIAM FULBRIGHT 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN  
(AT 81, THE OLDEST DELEGATE AT  
THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION)
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https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript


GEORGE WASHINGTON, FAREWELL 
ADDRESS 

ABIGAIL ADAMS 

RONALD REAGAN 



The Constitution 

  
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, FEDERALIST 
PAPER NO. 1 

JAMES MADISON, FEDERALIST PAPER 
NO. 14

What part of the Constitution or our government were you most grateful for in 

the past year?



Thanksgiving Becomes 
a National Holiday,  
October 3, 1863

GEORGE WASHINGTON, THANKSGIVING 
PROCLAMATION, OCTOBER 3, 1789, 
PROCLAIMS THE FIRST DAY OF 
NATIONAL THANKSGIVING



Somewhere Over the Rainbow 

Somewhere over the rainbow 
Way up high 
There’s a place that I heard of 
Once in a lullabye

Somewhere over the rainbow 
Skies are blue 
And the dream that you dare to dream 
Really does come true

One day I wish upon a star 
And wake up where the clouds are far 
 behind me 
Where troubles melt like lemondrops 
Way upon the chimney tops 
That’s where you’ll find me

Somewhere over the rainbow 
Blue birds fly 
Birds fly over the rainbow 
Why, oh why can’t I? 
Where troubles melt like lemondrops 
Way upon the chimney tops 
That’s where you’ll find me

Somewhere over the rainbow 
Blue birds fly 
Birds fly over the rainbow 
Why, oh why can’t I?

God Bless America




